SID A-----SIDNEY.

dependent upon Argos, it was afterwards
closely allied to Sparta, which it aided in the
Peloponnesian war. Under Aiatus (251 B.C.)
it became one of the most important cities
of the Achsean league, of which it finally
shared the fate, falling under the dominion
of Kome, In the 2d century A.D. it was
almost depopulated.

Sida,, a genus of herbs and shrubs, natural
order Malvaceae, the numerous species of
which are extensively distributed through-
out the warm parts of the world. Like all
malvaceous plants they abound in mucilage,
and some species are employed in medicine,
especially in India, while others have tough
ligneous fibres which are used for cordage
in various countries.

Siddons, MRS. SABAH, daughter of Roger
Kemble, the manager of an itinerant com-
pany of players, was born at Brecon, South
Wales, in 1755.   She commenced her thea-
trical career when quite a child, and in her
nineteenth year was married to William
Siddons, an actor in her father's company.
In 1774 she met with the first recognition
of her great powers as an actress at Chelten-
ham in consequence of her representation
of Belvidera in Venice Preserved.    Her
success at Cheltenham procured for her an
engagement at Drury Lane, but her first
appearance there was a comparative failure,
and in 1777 she again went on circuit in
the provinces.   Her second appearance at
Drury Lane took place October 10, 1782,
in the character of Isabella in the Fatal
Marriage.   Her success was complete, and
she was universally acknowledged to be the
first tragic actress of the English stage.
For thirty years she continued to astonish
and enchant- the lovers of the drama, and
having acquired an ample fortune, she took
her leave of the stage in 1812. Her greatest
characters were Queen Catharine in Henry
Vin., and Lady Macbeth.   In her art she
was a close and systematic student, while
in private life she enjoyed the respect of all
who knew her.   She died June 8,1831.
Sidereal System.   See Stars.
Sidereal Time, time measured by the
apparent motion of the stars.   A sidereal
day is the time from the passage of a star
across the meridian till its next passage, and
is exactly the period of the revolution of the
earth on its axis.   It is the most constant
unit of time which we possess.   Its length
is 28 hours 56 minutes 4-098 seconds.   A
sidereal yew is the period in which the fixed
stars apparently complete a revolution and

come to the same point in the heavens, and
is the exact period of the revolution of the
earth round the sun. There are 366-2563612
sidereal days in a sidereal year. See Day.
Sid'erite, in mineralogy, an important iron
ore, also called spathic iron ore. See Iron.
Sideroxylon,   See Iron-wood.
Sidgwick, HENET, M.A., Lit.D., writer
on moral philosophy, was born at Skipton,
Yorkshire, 1838, was educated at Kugby
and Trinity College, Cambridge, and became
a fellow and lecturer of his college in 1859.
In 1875 he was appointed prselector of
moral philosophy in Trinity College, and in
1883 Knightbridge professor of moral philo-
sophy in the University. His works include
Methods of Ethics (1874), Principles of
Political Economy (1883), and Outlines of
the History of Ethics (1883).
Sidi-Bel-Abbes, a fortified town of Al-
geria, in the department of Oran, 48 miles
by rail south of Oran, on the Mekerra, in a m
healthy, fertile, and populous plain.   It is *
a town of quite recent origin, and is the
centre of one of the chief esparto-grass
districts in Algeria.   Pop. 21,595.
Sidlaw Hills, in Scotland, commence
with Kinnoull Hill on the left bank of the
Tay near Perth, and stretch D.N.B. into For-
farshire. They reach a height of 1493. feet.
Sidmonth, a market town and watering-
place of England, in Devon, 15 miles B.S.E.
of Exeter, situated in a valley between two
high hills, near the mouth of the Sid. It
was formerly a seaport of importance; but
the harbour became choked up, so that no
craft except pleasure-boats and fishing-
smacks could approach the town. Pop.
3758.
Sidmonth, VISCOUNT. See Addington,
Henry.
Sidney, or SYDNEY, ALGERNON, second
son of Eobert, second earl of Leicester, and
of Dorothy Percy, daughter of Henry, earl
of Northumberland, was bom at Penshurst,
Kent, in. 1622. He accompanied his father
in his embassies to Denmark and France.
He was also early trained to a military life,
and served with some distinction in Ireland,
where his father was lord-lieutenant. In
1643 he returned to England, and joined
the parliamentary forces. In 1644'he was
lieutenant-colonel of a regiment of horse
in Manchester's army, and was severely
wounded at Marston Moor. In 1645 he
was given the command of a cavalry regi-
ment in Cromwell's division of Fairfax's
army, and was returned to parliament for
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